
Introduction to the Penitential Rite
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let us rejoice and 
sing Alleluia to our God, who has raised Jesus from the 
dead and made unfading light shine upon the world. 
“This day is the day of the Lord”: let us make it a day 
of great joy and rejoicing and celebrate the victory of 
life over death, of love over hatred.

Penitential Rite

Lord of life, you have made Jesus victorious over the 
power of sin and death, Lord, have mercy.

Christ Jesus, whose death on the Cross has brought us 
once and for all reconciliation with God, Christ, have 
mercy

Spirit of God, you are the one who will guide us into 
all truth and into a more complete commitment to the 
good news of the Resurrection, Lord, have mercy. 

Catechumenate Dismissal

Dear friends, we are grateful to God for the great 
things accomplished in you up to this day and for what 
he will accomplish in the future. We send you forth 
now to reflect more deeply on God’s saving word.

General Intercessions

Presider:	 Let our prayer to God on this day of the 
Resurrection of our Lord be more joyful and 
hopeful than ever, for there is nothing 
impossible to the God who can raise Jesus 
from the dead.

Leader:	 For the power and the light of the 
Resurrection of Christ to shine upon the 
nations and to help them overcome all obsta-
cles to life and peace, we pray to the Lord.

Leader:	 For the church, born of the Resurrection of 
Christ, that it may share the light, the joy, 
and the blessing of this day the Lord has 
made, we pray to the Lord.

Leader:	 For us and for the newly baptized who will 
bring new life to our communities and chal-
lenge us to greater commitment to the gos-
pel, we pray to the Lord.

Leader:	 For the poor, the weary, the lonely, that their 
suffering may be alleviated with the good 
news of the Resurrection of Jesus and our liv-
ing example of service and compassion as 
followers of Jesus, we pray to the Lord.

Leader:	 For those who have died, that they may be 
given the new life of Christ, the first-born 
from the dead, we pray to the Lord.

Presider:	 Lord God, on this day of Easter you call us to 
be convinced and joyful messengers and wit-
nesses of the greatest good news ever pro-
claimed to the world. May we never shy away 
or grow tired from carrying on this great 
mission which you have entrusted us. Amen.

Prayer
To conclude your preparation, think about the 
community for whom you’ve just prepared the 
homily and spend a few moments in prayer.

You have placed me in the line of 
your witnesses, Risen One. May my 
words and my life be worthy of your 
trust in me. Amen.

Faith Sharing Question
For use in the parish bulletin, with faith-sharing groups, or to be adapted as the 
question of the week for the parish as a whole.

	 •	 What are some concrete ways you can deepen your experience of 
the resurrection during the Easter season?

Does your parish have a creative way of using a weekly faith sharing ques-
tion? Tell us about it at TTPubs@aol.com.
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Easter Sunday
Year A Readings, Lectionary #42

Prayer
Spend a few moments in prayer before reading the 
Scripture. Ask the Lord to let his Word speak to 
your heart.
I barely know what to say in response to 
your goodness, Risen Lord Jesus. Not 
only to hear your message, but to be 
commissioned to speak it! May I show 
my gratitude by opening my grateful 
heart to all who seek to see and to 
know you. Amen. 

Read the Scripture for this Sunday several times. Let its words and phrases truly affect you.
Over the next few days, take an inward glance:

	 •	 [Acts] “He commissioned us to preach to the people.” 
Imagine yourself as carrying on Peter’s work: How 
do other cares and chores now arrange themselves 
around the need to bring this message to a new 
generation?

	 •	 [Acts] “To him all the prophets bear witness.” Can 
you think of any “prophets” through history since 
the time of Christ whose lives and hopes “bear wit-
ness” in novel ways? How does your own life “bear 
witness” to the resurrection? Are you to be includ-
ed in the list of “prophets”? What do others see in 
you that would have them include you in this list?

	 •	 [Colossians {option 1}] “Your life is hidden with 
Christ in God.” What of your life do you wish you 
could bring to expression, but must for now 
remain “hidden with Christ”?

	 •	 [Corinthians {option 2}] “Clear out the old yeast.” 
Are there any tendencies in your life that have 
been growing in contradiction to Christ? What 
does Paul advise you, in particular, to do in this 
passage?

	 •	 [John] “They did not yet understand.” What do you 
“not yet understand” about the message the church 
celebrates today? Write down two or three of your 
most significant questions: How would you go 
about moving more deeply into them?

	 •	 [Luke {afternoon gospel}] “What are you discussing 
as you walk along?” What do you find yourself most 
often caught up in discussion about? Is it truly use-
ful, to yourself and to others? How would you 
describe your preoccupations to Christ? 
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Easter is a challenge to the preacher. The assembly includes people 
of dramatically varying levels of commitment to daily discipleship. 
The importance of the day can seem to call for a “major” homily. And 
the message is both taken-for-granted (at least in one part of many 
hearers’ brains), and also so far from our ordinary expectations as to 
be almost unbelievable. You will be a success if your words deepen 
just a bit your hearers’ appreciation of the wonder of the gospel mes-
sage. The world is not as we thought: It is God’s world, and our lives 
are God’s gifts, given not for a few decades but for eternity. And given 
not as our due, but as an act of overwhelming generosity and 
(because of our sins) of mercy [Acts, first reading]. Easter is an invita-
tion, not a sheer fact. Help the assembly to hear—at whatever level 
each person is prepared to—Paul’s words: “Think of what is above, 
not of what is on earth” [Colossians, second reading option 1].




